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BALLINGER-PINGHOT PROBE.

GLAVIS, SECRETARY'S CHIEF AC-

“Case for the Prosecution” Summed
Up in the Allegation That Prior to
Entering the Govermment Service
Balllmger Acted as Attorney for
Coal Company in Cases Believed to
Bo Fradulent.

Washington, Jan. 26.—The Balling-
er-Pinchot Congressional committee
of Inquiry began its public sessions to-
day, with Louis B, Glavis, the chief
accuser of Secretary Ballinger, on the
witness stand. Due to many Interrup-
tlons and the final decision ,of the
committee to Insist that Glavis’' coun-

sel should make an opening statement
of what specific charges Were mado
hl-t Ballinger, ths witness did not

There was opportunity, however, to
draw some conclusions as to the pre-
Lminary line-ur. «f the committee

"ke special c.untel for Glavis,
Louls D. Brande's» of Boston, sum-
med up the ‘“‘case for the proncutlon"
ia this way:

That prior to entering thn govern-
ment service in any capacity, Mr.
Ballinger acted as attorney in draw-
ing up an agreement in. escrow and
deeds In the Wilson Coal C Any
cases in Lewis County, Washington,
these cases being an alleged fraud
upon the land laws. Mr. Ballinger's
name d1d not appear in the court ree-
ords of the case.

That Mr. Ballinger as commissjon-
er of the land office In 1907 did not
show due diligence in Investigating
the alleged frauds connected with the
Cunningham coal land claims in
Alaska; that he had knowledge of all

clalms, and in spite of this entered the

the land office and before be-
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4 *" ”ﬂl it Glavis m others had
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fpming Secretaty of the Interior; that
9 oreved these claims to be “clear
for patent without due investi-

2 and that they would have gone
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WILSON DISCUSSES Fooo.

LIVING COSTS MORE IN AMERICA
THAN ANYWHERE ELSE
HE SAYS.

Secrc‘ery of Agriculture, Speaking in
Philadeiphia, Declares the Trouble
Is not s0 Much the Cost of High
Living—-Lure from Farm to City
Responsible,

Philadelphla, ‘Jan. 26.—*It
more to get the common necessities
of life in the United States today than
in any other country in the world."

coEets

This startling statement was made
tonight by James Wl_lson, Secretary
of Agriculture, in an address deliver-

ed before the Manufacturers’ Club, of
this city. Secretary Wilson discussed
“the present food crisls” in a way
that was original and forceful.

“Some people,’ he said, ‘tell ux
that if we repeal the present tariff
law to let in forelgn products free nf
duty the present difficulty will cease.
I do not believe it. Eggs are. 35 cents
& dozen in Canadian citlee and 60
cente a dozen in some American
citles, The duty is three cents a doz-
en..- What dlfterpnce would it make
whether you took off that three cents
or not?"

The Secretary further said that he
believed the American people are suf-
fering at present not so much from
the high cost of living as from the
cost of high living, his statement be-
ing:

“It has been said that the Ameri-
can is the best fed, best clothed, best
educated and best housed man upon
earth. We ghall have to add now
that he is the most expensively fed.”

Secretary Wilson pointed out that
the fundamental difficulty was that
the people are leaving the farms to
such an extent that there are not
€nough remalning to produce the
food for the increasing population.
The boys and girls of the farms, he
asserted, are being lured away to the
cities, to the factories and to the
mines, and to too great an extent the
mlcnllunlr
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It appears first,” sald Mr: .'B'l‘&lt-

- missioner of the land office, took m
active part in the controversy and.in-
vestigatlc
idity ot ' Alaska coal fields, and by
ofdering séme of the claims to patent,’
acquired knwudn of importance,
Hé personally acted anad took part in
the action of the department relating
to tﬁo investigation ‘of these: claims,
whi Wwe assert, were fraudulent.
haying been the case, when
he ceased to be commissioner he took
the position as counsel for fome oh
these ¢lai .
.tnuor Sllth.rhnd, ol' ]Jtah. inter-
u au do nptl cin!m at Bal-
m uompm s commission.
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' "’llmn you claim he acted corrupt-',
ly. or lmnroparly?"
Sutheriand. .

“Yes, improperly; that he aeted
withoﬁt due regard to the:'interest of
the governmerit while eommlnlonem
also that he acted 1mproparly after-
ward in taking employment from the
claimants who had been before him
as commissioner. '

We clatm that Ballinger's action as
commissioner i.vus fmproper In his
fallure to thoroughly investigate the
Alagka cladms: that he acted Improp-
erly in ordering these claims to pat-
ent, and we clalm that they were on
the road to patent, with undue hasta,
when mnvln Intervened and saved
thom. )76 acted improperly in allow-
g. ‘the Ah‘kln claimants to see u'l

e m.pln on llle i‘l the department.
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PARIS LIKE A CITY- DOOMED.

EVERY HOUR ADDS TO THT 73X-
TENT OF THE CATASTROF .i.

Snow Has Ceased, But the Seine Is
Still Rising and Every Minute
Brings Graver Dangers—Half the
City In Darkness and the Waters of
The Raging Rivers Have Invaded
The System of Subways Underlying
The CQity.

Paris, Jan. 26.—The snow has ceas-

ed and the weather is moderating, but
the Seine {s still rising, and Paris,
like a doomed city, is holding its
breath in terror. Half the city is in

darkness. In the gloom galloping or-
derlies are bearing instructions which
cah. no longer be sent by telephone.
The army of police, firemen and sol-
diers’ #lve the appearance of a city
fighting for its life.

Every minute brings grave dangers.
New areas are being inundated, quays
are collapsing, yawning chasms appear
In the streets. The water of the Seine
hags Invaded the system of subways,
one line of which encircles Paris com-
pletely, while another runs from end
to end near the river course, and
branch lines seam the city in various
directions, connecting rich and poor
quarters allke. The most famous
thoroughfares of Paris, the Rue de
Rivoll, the Champs Elysees, the Ave-
nue du Bois de Boulogne, the Place
de J'Opera, the Boulevard St. Ger-
main, are thus threatened with col-
lapse if.the volume of water increases
in the subterranean passages.

What new disaster will come to the
Wwaterlogged city before the Seine be-
gins to fall no one can predict. Al-
ready the damage is officlally esti-
mated at $200,000,000, and every
hour adds millions more. The catas-
trophe promises to exceed the limits
of a uational disaster and become In-
ternational. The death roll also is
growing at trlnatml rate, and when
the epldemic, which now appears in-
-evitable, breaks out, it will run into
thouunla. .Already scarlet fever has
app Illlonc the !‘otunu ‘at
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TH'E Blm CASE
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.ittbmm Appear Before Supreme
Coutt to Secure Release of Avant,
. Who ll lll Peniteritiary.

. ,'_‘

g Colnli:bia. Jan. = 27.—Attorneys
Ragsdale; of Florence, and Hazard, of
Georgetown, appeared before Supreme
Court today te secure the release of
Avant, convlcted with Dr, G. C. Big
ham of kllliqg of Mrs, Bigham' last
summer, ' In the absence o6f Solicitor
Wells, Attorney General Lyon appear-
éd for the State. Justice Gary asked
for the flling of Mr, Wells' argument
and an affidavit from Mr. Ragsdale,
showing the agreement between him-
Self and Mr. Wells, and of what took
place in open court in regard to the
application for bail.
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SOME THINGS THAT A’
PYING ATTENT)

-

National Conservation—The cost and
Also the Wastefulness of Our Food-
stuffs—Waste of Time by Congress,

And the Evil Effects of Too Much
Millionareism.,

Washington, Jan, 26.—During the
bast week Washington has had more

than its usual complement of con-
gresses, for besides the chronic con-
gress or the one we always have
with us on the Hill, there has been
here a Congress of Governors of the
States and the Civic Federation Con-
gress. Inasmuch as one of these con-
gresses was composed of the Gover-
nors of the States it is not necessary
to add that it was a distinguished
gathering, but the Congress of Civic
Federation was also composed of dis-
tinguished men whose names are fa-
miliar to readers throughout the Uni-
ted States. Both of them were ad-
dressed by the President and by Sen-
ator Root and other distingulshed
men while members and senators at-
tended their meetings. They were en-
tertained at the White House, at clubs
and by residents of the city. When
President Taft appeared on the stage
at the first meeting of the Congress
of Civic Federation, he was received
with enthusiastic applause and made
a happy extemporaneous address.
But the most significant incident of
the meeting was on the following day
when Mr. Gifford Pinchot was an-
nounced to address the Federation on
the subject of conservation. There
car be no doubt that in this disting-
uished representative assemblage, he
and the cause he represnts, is the
one nearest the heart of the people
at the present time, His address was
admirable in that it was free from
per ‘'nalities. He said in substance:

“A plague on both our houses. For-
get investigations, or at least put
them aside for the present and let us
pass legislation to prevent the piracy
of national resources and to enable

- Jus to secure them for all the people
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BALLINGEH PROBE BEGINS.

INVESTIGATION OF NTERIOR
DEPARTMENT \\'lLL START.
Glavis to be First Witne<g—Dismisg-
ed Agent of General Land Office
Will Take Stand—Other Former

Officials to Follow,

)
\\

QQ

Washington, Jan. 25.-—The investi-
gation of the Ballinger-Pinchot con-

troversy by a joint committee of con-
gress will begin at 2:30 p. m. tomor-
row, when L. R. Glavis, the agent of
the general land office, who lost his
position by executive order, because
of charges he brought against Secre-
tary Ballinger, will be the first wit-
ness, i{Hs testimony, it is expected
will lay the ground for the calling of
Gifford Pinchot, former government
forester, O. W. Price, former assist-
ant forester, and Alexander Shaw,
former law officer of the forestry bu-
reau who were removed from the
service by President Taft because of
their alleged activities in the contro-
versy.

The joint committee met this af-
ternoon and arranged all the prelim-
inaries for the opening of the official
probing of the interior department
and the forest service.

Senator Nelson, of Minnedota, who
was elected chairman of the joint
committee, reported that he had con-
ferred with Messrs. Pinchot, Price
and Shaw and that they had said they
had agreed jointly upon George W.
Fepper, of Philadelphia to act as
their attorney. Mr. Glavis appeared
before the committee and announged
that his counsel would be Louis D.
Brandis, of Boston, and Jos. B. Col-
ton, of New York. Mr. Glavis was.
instructed to report with his counsel:.
for examination 4t the afternoon sea-
sion of the committee tomorrow.

Secretary Ballinger has informed
the committee that he does not care
for an attorney to look after his in-
terests as he feoh’ t that the
committee will. tho Inqn.tm, .
broad and compiete. 1! that is dong, ..
he said, hé' yRuts yo lawyer to de-
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